
 It has come to my attention that the FCC future rulings may eliminate the 
satellite radio companies such as XM radio from broadcasting traffic and weather 
24/7 as they do now because of presssure from the National Association of 
Broadcasters need to curtail a new revolutionary form of signal. Well--- as 
Ronald would say---let me share with you how I personally have benefitted from 
this new medium. My line of work, construction sales, has me and my vehicle 
committed to the DC beltway most of the day. As I try to decifer the road 
conditions by listening to the "old fashioned" radio, I have to be constantly 
changing channels to catch the reports at preselected times from several radio 
stations AM &FM.This takes my hands off the controls at constant times of the 
day reducing my total cognitive driving skills and invariably missing the one 
station that is reporting on my particular location.  With XM, life is good! No 
fumbling and their reporting becomes more in-depth because they are doing this 
all the time! They ( in this area's 214 channel) are devoted to just that --
Reporting the Traffic and Weather. Benefits abound from information that is 
timely and succinct. The amount of traffic that will be able to avoid and 
accident scene or bottle neck is not only good for the peace of mind of our 
weary travelers but also good for the economy when it comes to greater 
production by happier people arriving somewhere more informed and on time! I 
personally have been able to circumvent many "Hot Spots" just by listening to a 
station that reports on not only the major areas but also obscure locations on 
the back roads that the current broadcasters don't even cover because of time 
constraints do to profitablity! I hope this serves an argument for the continued 
use of this medium not as a panacea to the traffic problem but as one of the 
many weapons a typical commuter like me has  at his disposal in this world of 
constant movement.   David M. Read  
 
 


